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There are lots of practical ways that you can encourage your child to practise and develop their
communication skills.

Your child may show development in the three important parts of communication: listening and
attention (including both sounds from people and the surrounding environment), understanding
(making sense of what they hear) and speaking. They may also use non-verbal communication such
as gestures, facial expressions and body language.

This is not a checklist - it is here to guide you and your child in a fun and beneficial way.
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Over 2020 and 2021, a new Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum (or framework) was released and has become
statutory for all nurseries and reception classes. These guides, though based on some of the milestones laid out by that
new framework, are designed as general guidance and not a solid indication of what is taught in a formal school setting.

For more information about the new framework reforms (introduced 2021), you can use these resources:
+ New EYFS Reforms Parent and Carer Information Sheet

« Development Matters 2021 (Official Document)

« EYFS Statements Summarised

You can also find tips and guidance for other skills or ages in our Parent Guides category.
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https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/new-eyfs-reforms-parent-and-carer-information-sheet-t-tp-2679621
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1007446/6.7534_DfE_Development_Matters_Report_and_illustrations_web__2_.pdf
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/eyfs-development-matters-2020-statements-divided-into-ages-and-stages-plus-elgs-tf-pa-2548622
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents/parents-birth-to-five/parent-guides-early-years-parents
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and Attention
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~ Find new and
Interesting songs

Speaking

and rhymes that
are related to topics
your child shows

interest in.

Include
your child in
everyday routines
and chores, such as

setting the table,
e.g. “Please puta
spoon here.”

Where Do You See...? Scene
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yisiting new places
or talking with
new peop\e.

Make reading
time as interesting
as possible, using
fun voices, facial
expressions and
other interactions.
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https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-4131-attention-and-listening-games-set-2-cards
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-4131-attention-and-listening-games-set-2-cards
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-623-where-do-you-see-scene
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-623-where-do-you-see-scene

Key

Listening
and Attention

Understanding

Speaking

Draw
your child’s
attention to sounds
that occur naturally in
your environment. Can
they hear a phone ring,
someone knocking on
the door or a car
beep its horn?
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Wnere's Teday? Listening Game Resource
Parents

Where's Teddy? Listening Game for
Parents Resource Pack

of the correct
use of language
by telling repe’ut!ve
stories and playing
games which involve
repetition of words
or phrases.

ink saving E*n

Page 4 of 6

visit twinkl.com



https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-53165-robot-robbie-posting-busy-bag-prompt-card-and-resource-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-53165-robot-robbie-posting-busy-bag-prompt-card-and-resource-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-par-68-wheres-teddy-listening-game-for-parents-resource-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-par-68-wheres-teddy-listening-game-for-parents-resource-pack
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https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-588-my-listening-walk-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-s-588-my-listening-walk-sheet
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Listening
and Attention

Understanding

Keep
background
noise to a minimum
to help focus your
child’s listening and
attention, e.g. use music
or radio briefly and

Speaking only for particular
purposes.
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https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/photo-album-templates-for-home-t-p-1906
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/photo-album-templates-for-home-t-p-1906

